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Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me in con-

gratulating Ms. Givens and wish her all the
best in her pursuit of her goals.
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Tuesday, September 17, 1996

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, even as this
administration points to successes in the area
of foreign policy, we are watching those al-
leged successes unravel. The administration’s
policy toward Ireland has totally backfired and
nearly precipitated a rupture of our relations
with the United Kingdom. In Haiti, police who
have been trained by this administration are
now implicated in a series of political murders.
The Middle East peace process has collapsed.

The administration’s policy toward Bosnia is
even more troubling. The Clinton administra-
tion repeatedly has assured this body that
United States troops would not remain in
Bosnia beyond the December 20, 1996 termi-
nation point. But our troops in Europe are now
receiving orders to spend 1997 in Bosnia, and
U.N. Ambassador Albright is backtracking as
fast as she can on the administration’s prom-
ises to the American people.

And the United States now finds itself stand-
ing up to Iraqi aggression by itself. The alli-
ance put together by former President Bush is
now in tatters, and the administration seems
to lack the elementary competence to pre-
serve our few remaining allies. One would as-
sume the administration would first consult
with Kuwait before announcing the deployment
of thousands of troops to that country, but that
seems beyond this administration’s capability.

Mr. Speaker, this Member would ask to in-
sert into the RECORD an editorial from the
September 17, 1996 edition of the Omaha
World Herald entitled ‘‘U.S. Involvement in
Bosnia, Iraq Seems to Rely on Afterthoughts.’’
As the editorial correctly notes, the current col-
lapse of foreign policy is what happens when
the voters elect a president who minimizes the
importance of foreign policy expertise. This
Member commends this insightful editorial to
his colleagues.
U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN BOSNIA, IRAQ SEEMS TO

RELY ON AFTERTHOUGHTS

The foremost reasons that the Founders
created the presidency was to give the coun-
try a head of state to command the armed
forces and deal with other nations. The Clin-
ton administration had not handled those re-
sponsibilities well, particularly in Bosnia
and Iraq.

President Clinton is reaping the harvest
from his 1992 campaign slogan. ‘‘It’s the
economy, stupid,’’ which implied that
George Bush’s attention to foreign policy
was a sign of detached elitism. The flaws in
Clinton’s approach are now showing.

Certainly Bosnia had elections that were
relatively free of violence. But U.S. troops
were originally scheduled to leave Bosnia by
Dec. 10. On Sunday, reporters asked Mad-
eleine Albright the U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations and Secretary of State War-
ren Christopher whether the schedule will be
met. They said it was too early to say. The
U.N. mission will end Dec. 20, they said, but
an international police force will still be
needed. Neither would respond to questions

about whether the United States would be
part of that police force.

Serbs, Muslims and Croats seem as polar-
ized as ever. The peace that emerged from
the Dayton negotiations is artificial. From
all appearances, the combatants are biding
their time until international troops get out
of the way. Then the violence and ethnic
cleansing will resume. The risk and expense
of U.S. involvement will have been for noth-
ing.

Flaws are also evident in American policy
in Iraq. It has now come to light that Ameri-
cans running a Central Intelligence Agency
operation in the northern Kurdish zone dis-
appeared in the middle of the night when
Saddam Hussein moved his forces into the
region. Surprised Kurdish and Iraqi associ-
ates of the Americans were left to fend for
themselves.

By some reports. 100 of those U.S. coopera-
tors were captured and executed. Apparently
as an afterthought, the administration per-
suaded Turkey to accept some of the others.

Afterthought—that seems to be the way
the White House developed policy in the Per-
sian Gulf. Hey, someone in the administra-
tion seems to have said late last week, let’s
send 5,000 troops to Kuwait to show that
President Clinton means business. The plan
was flashed around the world. But appar-
ently no one bothered to inform Kuwait. The
result was the spectacle of a tiny nation—
one that depends on its friendship with the
United States to protect itself against Sad-
dam—keeping the secretary of defense wait-
ing until Monday, when clearance for the
troop buildup was finally granted.

Other allies in the region have dem-
onstrated reluctance to support U.S. moves
against Saddam. Sen. John McCain and
other critics of the administration said the
administration failed to lay the necessary
groundwork among friendly nations for such
a mission.

The administration also failed to inform
Congress. Speaker Newt Gingrich has said
that the situation in the Middle East is al-
most too muddled to help Clinton find a way
out. Gingrich said the White House should
back up, consult with the bipartisan leader-
ship of Congress and meet with the gulf war
allies in the Middle East to develop a coher-
ent philosophy for dealing with Iraq. He said
the United States must know before it acts
that other nations will come to its support.

Of course it must know. Gingrich’s view is
self-evident. The fact that the White House
does things differently shows what can hap-
pen when the voters elect a president who
minimizes the importance of foreign policy
expertise.
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Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, Aristotle once
wrote:

The good of man is the active exercise of
his soul’s faculties in conformity with excel-
lence or virtue, or if there be several human
excellences or virtues, in conformity with
the best and most perfect among them.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to
several members of the Hispanic Police and
Fire Association who have established excel-
lence by displaying outstanding success in
their field.

Each year, Mr. Speaker, the Police and Fire
Association honors their members who rise far

and above the call of duty. This year the Fire-
man of the Year Awards went to Chris Free-
man and Chris Szczygiel. The Police of the
Year Awards were accepted by Educardo
DeHais and Angel Casabona. Furthermore,
Dr. Wayne Petermann and Lorenzo Hernan-
dez were honored with the Humanitarian of
the Year Award and the Civic Leader of the
Year Award, respectively, for their exemplary
service to the community. Finally, Luis
Sanchez and Luis Guzman were presented
with President of the Year Awards.

The Hispanic Police and Fire Association
exemplifies the work ethic and pride so very
important in every career and in our daily
lives. It is their hard work and dedication, Mr.
Speaker, that protects the entire community
from the violence and catastrophe all too
present in today’s society.

On behalf of my colleagues in the House of
Representatives, I would like to acknowledge
our appreciation for the hard work of these
courageous individuals. They put their lives on
the line every day, in order for all citizens in
the community to feel secure in their own
homes.
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Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I’d

like to recognize a family from the Third Con-
gressional District of Nebraska before my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives.

Dick and Eileen Mercer of Kearney, NE, re-
cently received the 1996 Nebraska Cattlemen-
Pfizer Animal Health Stewardship Award. In
addition, they received the National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association Region VII Award. Al-
though I’ve never had the opportunity to per-
sonally visit the Mercer’s Double M farm, it’s
reputation is known far and wide. I’ve heard it
said that if anyone deserves this award, it’s
Dick and Eileen.

The Mercer’s, along with their sons, operate
a 3,000-head feedlot outside of Kearney. For
more than 20 years, the Mercers have taken
a hands-on approach to environmental stew-
ardship. They have committed to water and
soil testing. Organic matter in the soil has in-
creased, which helps with water retention and
erosion control, while nitrate levels have de-
creased. To control pests, parasitic wasps are
employed, decreasing the need to use insecti-
cides.

One of the most unique features of the Mer-
cer’s stewardship is their work with the city of
Kearney to compost waste from the municipal
sewage plant. Municipal waste is composted
with manure from the feedlot and used as fer-
tilizer on cropland. The feedlot was designed
to utilize the natural characteristics of the land.
Specifically, it’s higher than adjacent fields al-
lowing waste to flow downhill. From there, liq-
uids are pumped onto the crops. To be sure,
the soil is tested to ensure the proper amount
is applied. In Dick’s own words, as quoted by
the Omaha World Herald, ‘‘The project is a
perfect example of how urban and rural peo-
ple can work together to improve and protect
the environment.’’

In addition to local conservation work, the
Mercers have been actively involved in the
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